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Objective of the presentation 
• PhD thesis 
• Only draft, preliminary 
 
• To compare existing methods 
• To create own method 
• To compare CZ/GER/USA legal information 
systems using this method 
• Conclusion: what can be improved  
• + The trends 
Why is access important? 
• Comprehensibility 
• Transparency 
• Legitimacy 
• Social acceptance 
• Communication 
• Legal conscience 
 
Definitions  
• Legal information system  
– Every online application accessing legal 
information including 
• Non - commercial 
• Commercial 
• Legal information 
– All pieces of information relevant and frequently 
applied in the field of law 
 
Evaluation 
• Access to legal information for lay people 
 
• x Commercial systems not included 
• x Commercial factors also not included 
– x Speed, price, managerial information not took 
into consideration 
• x Technical aspects not taken account 
• x Design 
 
Legal information systems sections 
• Normative acts 
• Judicial decision 
• Company register 
• Land register 
 
• Czech republic, US, Germany 
 
Accuracy and relevance 
• Very theoretical concept 
• Difficult to define, what legal document are 
relevant 
• I decided to avoid these criterias 
Functionality and usability 
• Functionality allows users to work better or 
quicker 
• Usability defines the ease of use in which 
functionality can be accessed 
• Not usable for legal information systems 
 

Criteria  
• Content 
• Interface + search fields 
– according to section 
• Results listing 
• Document processing 
• User comfort 
1. Content 
• If the database includes information content 
that is expected 
• Recommended selection of legal information (or 
browsing) 
• How often updated  
• How does it deal with ineffective/ changed/ 
overruled legal information 
Browsing example 1 
Browsing example 2 
2. Interface + search fields 
• Very variable 
• From simple to difficult 
 
US Supreme Court Opinions 
Supreme Administrative Court  
VINITI 
Company register 1 
Company register 2 
3. Sorting of results 
• How does the search engine provides the 
relevance sorting 
• Does not work very precisely 



4. Documents processing 
• Legal documents are complex and structured 
• They have to be processed before put into 
information system 
Czech Civil Code 
Part one 
• Title one 
– Chapter two 
• section 18 
– subsection 2 
» paragraph c 
• subparagraph 
 
 
Část první 
• Hlava první 
– Oddíl druhý 
• § 18 
– ods. 2 
» písmeno c 
• věta 
 

5. User comfort  
• (Integrated) Help system 
• Citation 
• Operators 
• Saving request and results 
• User friendly 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
• With this evaluation method, it will be 
possible to decide, what part of accessing 
legal information can be improved 
• We can compare the quality of access with 
other countries and other law cultures 
 
 
 
• Thanks for your attention and comments ! 
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